
Saturday, September 16, 2017

Japan Meeting Agenda 

- Story behind our connection with Japan


• Cindy Charlton


• Kurt and Catherine Wells


- Why we desire to go


• God’s glory - has a two directional focus

- “God reveals His glory TO all nations in order to receive glory FROM all nations.”

• Missions exists because worship doesn’t” - John Piper


- God's purpose for the world is that the earth be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 


- God wants this to be true from everywhere on the planet, in every language and 
by every people group, and this doesn’t.


- The means by which this non-worship situation is changed is by missions.


• “We desire to make heaven a more crowded place.” - Tim Fritson 


- Revelation 7:9-10 - “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no 
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”


- What a joy it will be to worship alongside of believers who have come to faith by 
God working through missionaries from LCF. 


- What are our objectives


1. To share the gospel with Japanese students.


2. To build relationships with students and families in Japan and to encourage 
Japanese students to study in Kansas City and stay with families from LCF.


3. To encourage the missionaries from LCF and throughout the world serving in 
Japan.
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4. To train our students and leaders to personally delight in and apply the Gospel 

more richly to their own lives and to faithfully share the Gospel in culturally 
relevant ways. 


5. To educate our students on what long term missions entails in order to 
encourage our students to participate in various aspects of missions throughout 
their lives. We desire to make world Christians, not worldly Christians.


- Why Japan?


• The Japanese are considered an unreached people. This means that fewer than 
3% of the population is Christian. This means that the people within the country as 
a whole do not have access to the Gospel (FYI, 6,700 people groups out of the 
16,000 total people groups are considered unreached.)


- Note, when it comes to those who hear about Jesus and reject him vs. those who 
live in a place where there is no access to the gospel, the lostness and rebellion 
against God is the same. However, the differences is not them being lost, but it is 
access to the Gospel. Jesus calls us to a strategy in which His followers provide 
access to every major people group in the world. It is not our job to save 
everyone, but it is our (the Church’s) responsibility to give everyone access to 
respond to the Gospel.

• We have great connections with missionaries on the ground who are inviting us to 
come and partner with them.

- Preparation Expectations

• Attend and complete all work for the monthly, Sunday morning Japan training 
meetings beginning in October, 2017. Likely the 3rd Sunday of the month.

- Example of homework between meetings - Learn to read Hiragana (phonetic 
alphabet for Japanese words) & Katakana (phonetic alphabet for foreign words). 
There are many apps to assist in learn these…According to Cindy it is “not super 
difficult at all.”

- Additional example - write a message and deliver it both to our group for 
feedback and also to a group of LCF’s Elementary aged students before we 
leave. (Sharing a message with a group of Elementary aged students is 
incredibly helpful in preparing a message to a group of students who are learning 
English as a Second Language.)
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• Participate in a No Place Left training (We will release the future dates soon. These 

trainings occur on Saturday from 9-5.)

• As a group we will Skype with the students in Japan before we go. Time and Date 
TBD.

- Cost and fundraising 

• Before we leave, the trip will cost each student and volunteer $1,500 (covers the 
cost of flights).

• The only things not included with this $1,500 is any souvenirs and also the cost of 
food throughout the trip. We estimate that food will cost under $250 because most 
breakfasts and lunches we will prepare and eat together as a group, and we have 
built these costs into the $1,500 price of the trip. 

• We will expect participants on the trip to help in putting on LCF Sponsored 
fundraisers such as the Variety Show, donut sales, etc. to cover the rest of the trip 
costs such as bus/train transportation, housing, the retreat, etc.

• At our first meeting, we will go over groundwork for your own personal fundraising 
strategy if you choose to do this.

- Dates - Currently we are looking at leaving May 23 and returning on June 6. The 
other option is to leave May 30 and return on June 13. 

- Itinerary - see additional handout
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